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I am writing to you as you have shown an interest in NWAIMOR.
Although I gave an update in December 2007, this Newsletter is to update you on what we have been doing since the initial public meeting in Blaenau Ffestiniog in July 2007.

The Steering Group of NWAIMOR has expanded and comprises members and individuals from the following bodies ---

Assembly Upland Forum, British Horse Society, British Mountaineering Council, Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales, Ffestiniog Council, Farmers’ Union of Wales, Local Access Forums, National Farmers’ Union, Ramblers’ Association, Save Our Paths, Snowdonia Society, Trail Riders’ Fellowship. The Chairman of the Welsh Motorcycle Federation has recently joined us and has links with the Auto Cycle Union. We also have had a number of police officers assisting us and attending steering group meetings as observers.

Our aims and terms of reference are attached.

Our work to date includes --

· Speaking to, or meeting with, officers from all the Local Authorities in North Wales; Conwy CBC, Denbighshire, Flintshire, Gwynedd, Wrexham and Ynys Mon. This includes finding out about their policies on off-roading, the use of Byway (open to all traffic)), unclassified roads, and area hotspots.
· Speaking to and meeting with officers from Snowdonia National Park Authority

· Speaking to and meeting with officers from the Clwydian Range Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty
· Receiving an address by the Secretary of the Wales Off-Road Motorcycling Steering Group (WORMSG) and subsequently being invited to be members of their Provision Subgroup. We have attended one meeting in Cardiff.
· We have also been invited to become members of the Education and Enforcement Subgroup, and have been lobbying for the meetings of this group to be reconvened.
· As the WORMSG has not met for over a year and failed to produce a 2007 Annual Report, we have been lobbying the Minister for Environment, Sustainability and Housing, Jane Davidson, for their meetings to be reconvened. On her advice we have contacted officers from both the Countryside Council for Wales (CCW) and Forestry Commission Wales (FCW). A new Chair has now been appointed and the reconvened Steering Group will meet in November. 
· NWAIMOR membership of all three WORMSG bodies is a way to achieve a number of our aims, and good progress is being made.
· Attended an informative briefing by CCW staff on the current projects and funding provisions being managed by CCW to assist in provision of lawful facilities for off-roaders in Wales. Disappointingly there are no projects either current or proposed in North Wales, so we are lobbying for this to change.

· Meetings with officers from CCW to better understand their position on the unlawful off-roading problem in Wales, and actions that are and can be taken in North Wales.

· The CCW SSSI and Species Protection Team Leader is being helpful with communication, liaison and use of our incident report forms. CCW has kindly printed the report forms for distribution (see below), and has produced an information leaflet on how to off-road legally which is being made available across North Wales.
· Pursuing potential alternative sites in North Wales as a means of curtailing and managing unlawful off-road motorcycling across North Wales. 

· Lobbying the Minister, Jane Davidson, for future funding provision here. We have been told that potential pilot projects in North Wales were considered, but none were ready to proceed at the time. She has suggested that CCW can be approached if we have a specific project in mind or we could approach the local authorities in our area. WAG is making £1.7m available this year for the implementation of the new ROWIPs and management of off-roading issues would be potentially eligible for funding, depending on the priorities the local councils have identified for their area.
· Visiting and surveying damaged areas of upland caused by unlawful off-roading and collecting photographic evidence from those authorities affected. 
· An incident report form for the public to use to report any unlawful off-roading has been drafted and agreed with the North Wales Police. A copy is attached. We are circulating this throughout North Wales, and on the websites of our supporters. We would be pleased if you could assist by circulating this as widely as possible, either as hard copy or preferably electronically. 
· We have support from North Wales Police Community Beat Managers across North Wales, 
and from the Wildlife Crimes Officer Sgt. Rob Taylor, previously Pete Charleston who is 
now retired.
· We have lobbied the Chief Constable to request a partnership approach across North Wales and access to a senior officer to support us. This has now been achieved. We are requesting information regarding the collation of incidents and associated antisocial behaviour in rural and urban locations, and the standardisation of reporting to make this easier.

· We are lobbying for our incident report form to be made available on the North Wales Police website, so that it can be completed on line.
· A number of articles have been written and published in our supporters’ journals to publicise our work.

· A presentation has been made to Flintshire LAF, which will be followed by similar to Denbighshire and East Conwy LAFs.
· A website for NWAIMOR is planned.
We hope that you will continue to support us, and find our Newsletter informative. If you have not previously done so, then please complete the attached application form and return either by email or post.

If you wish to be involved in any of our campaigning work, please contact the Secretary as below.
PO Box 6      Betws-y-Coed       LL24 9AE           Tel: 01690 710711

e-mail: nwaimor@googlemail.com


